¡Bienvenidos a la clase de español 3!
Sra. Karpel
dkarpel@wcpss.net
http://srakarpel.weebly.com/

I am looking forward to a great semester.  My goal is to actively engage students in their language learning process through meaningful activities and recreating real-life situations so students will enhance their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in the Spanish language.  We will look not only at the language itself, but also the culture, customs, history and traditions of Spanish-speaking countries.  This will help the students have a better appreciation of Spanish overall.  Students should also expect more writing assignments, as we fine-tune grammar and written skills.  As a native speaker, I teach the classes in the target language and I expect my students to use it as much as possible.  Students needing extra help can make arrangements to see me during my office hours:  Thursdays from 2:30 – 3:30, room M7
 Classroom Rules
1. Act like the adult you want to be treated like.  I will respect you; you are required to respect me. Basically, don't be rude.

2. Keep the room clean.  Pick up your trash; do not write on the desks; do not put gum under them either.  

3. Be on time, be prepared, and be functional every day.  MAKE UP WORK WITHIN TWO WEEKS.  I will not remind you nor beg you to do it.  You are responsible for your work.  I will not call home to remind your parents. Do not get behind.  It is hard to keep up on the block schedule.
4. Ask for help if you need it.  I am here every Thursday after school, every day before school, during lunch and always via eMail.

5. Do not get out of your seats until the bell rings.  Ask for permission to leave the room only if you really need to.

6. Treat your textbooks gently.  Do not write in them; do not use them as a filing cabinet.

7. Remember the things you see in this room were probably purchased with my salary.  Do not take or abuse any of my possessions.

8. Do not talk when I talk.  I will give you time after I finish speaking.

9. There is one major assignment (test) per chapter.  In addition, expect at least one minor assignment (quiz-announced or unannounced) a week.

10. Homework will always be of a reasonable length.  Do it on a regular basis - it will be graded as 100% (fully completed) or 40% (not turned in or not fully completed).

Grading Scale: The Final Exam is 20% of the total grade.
	Tests (major assessments)
	40%

	Quizzes (minor assessments)
	25%

	Speaking/Communication 
	25%

	Homework   
	10%


Re-Tests: Every student is allowed to retake a chapter test if not satisfied with the grade; however, it can only happen when the following conditions are met – Please print a re-take letter and attach your work to it.
	1. All work for the chapter is completed.
2. Attend one tutoring session (with the teacher or at the Spanish Tutoring Academy).
3. Complete 8 columns of all vocabulary words,

4. Retake date is non-negotiable.  It will be assigned 2 weeks from the date it was entered on PowerSchool and it will always be on a Friday.



Communication / Grades:

	I use Weebly to keep my students and parents updated through the year.  It is available to all students and parents with Internet access.  Please keep it handy and peruse the information on a regular basis.  http://srakarpel.weebly.com/
I post grades on PowerSchool almost every day.  It is the students’ responsibility to keep up with them.  I do not call home if an assignment is missing or the student is failing.



 Make-up Policy:

	All missed work needs to be made up unless prior arrangements have been made, according to Middle Creek School Policy.  It is the student’s responsibility to find out what they missed.  I do not track students down. Students who miss a test or quiz will need to make them up WITHIN TWO WEEKS during my office hours immediately following the absence.  An absence is not an excuse for not having your homework.  It is posted everyday under Los apuntes diarios.



Parent Note

By signing below, I am acknowledging that I have read the Parent Letter attached and understand that there will be:

1) Homework almost every night / reading logs on most weekends
2) Announced and unannounced quizzes for every chapter in addition to chapter tests
3)  Retakes of major assignments (tests) can only be made up on the assigned day.  It is not negotiable
My website is:  srakarpel.weebly.com
My email: 
 dkarpel@wcpss.net     

To ensure better communication for the purpose of enhancing student success, I am requesting the following information:

Do you have Internet access at work or home?


(yes
no)

Do you have an email address where I am able to contact

 you concerning tests, projects, etc…?


(yes
no)


If yes, please write you email address clearly here:  ________________________

In addition, please write a phone number where I can reach you during the day.







(______)    ______-____________

Thank you very much for you time and assistance.  I look forward to working with you!

Comments/concerns/expectations:

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________



__________________

(Student print name and signature)




(Parent/Guardian signature)

PS:  Open House is on _____________________________________!

